
 
 

 

 Grade: 12th  
Unit Two: Forging a Hero (myPerspectives Unit 1)  

 Timeline: Quarter Two 
 
Unit Overview: Whether it means fighting a legendary monster or refusing to engage in violence, there are different ways to be a hero and a 
leader. Through the ages, heroes have been a popular theme in literature around the world. This unit has been designed to allow you to explore 
a range of ideas about how heroes are created and perceived.  
 
*Important note for AP teachers: You will be using the College Board approved curriculum. Contact your GT coordinator for access to 

the AP curriculum.  

STANDARDS ADDRESSED IN THIS UNIT 

ESSENTIAL (Ongoing Standards Highlighted) 
 

RL.11-12.1/RI.11-12.1- Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  (Literature and Informational Text) 

 
RL.11-12.2/RI.11-12.2- Examine a grade-appropriate literary and informational text. 

● Provide an objective summary. 
● Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account and analysis. 

 
RI.11-12.4- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text, including words with multiple meanings 
or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
 

SUPPORTING 
 

RL.11-12.4- Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings or language 
that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful. 
 
RL.11-12.7- Analyze multiple interpretations 
of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or 
live production of a play, recorded novel or 
poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. 
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RI.11-12.6 Determine an author's point of view, perspective, or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

 
W.11-12.1- Write arguments to support claims when analyzing substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant, sufficient evidence. 

 
W.11-12.5/L.11-12.6- Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience./Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown 
term important to comprehension or expression. 

 
SL.11-12.1- Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, teacher-led) with diverse partners on Grades 11–12 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

RI.11-12.3- Analyze a complex set of ideas 
or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact 
and develop over the course of the text. 

 
W.11-12.6- Write narratives to develop real 
and/or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and 
well-structured event sequences. 

 
SL.11-12.6- Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of standard and/or formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

 

 

STUDENT-FRIENDLY LEARNING TARGETS 

Students will be able to:  
● Cite textual evidence from the text that supports their analysis of the text- what it says explicitly and implicitly. 
● Read a grade-level text, summarize it, and identify themes/central ideas that are developed throughout the texts. 
● Gather information from a variety of sources, use it to support their ideas, and then cite their sources. 
● Write informative texts about complex ideas that are clear and organized. 
● Revise their writing so that it is clear and organized, following standard English grammar usage; they will also use academic vocabulary 

that they have acquired in their studies. 
● Participate in discussions with diverse partners while expressing their ideas clearly and persuasively. 

KEY ACADEMIC VOCABULARY 

● Kennings 
● Archetypes 
● Epic poem 
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● Epic Hero 
● Villain 
● Characterization 
● Setting 
● Argument 
● Thesis 
● Claim/assertion 
● Counterclaim 
● Sufficient, relevant supporting evidence 
● Theme 
● Diction 
● Denotation/Connotation 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

● What makes a hero? 
● How are the beliefs of a people reflected in their writing? 
● Which contributes more to heroism- sacrifice or success? 

 

TEXT OPTIONS 

 
● “Beowulf” by Anonymous 
● Grendel by John Gardner 
● Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward 
● The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

(Option to use Graphic Novel Format) 
● I Am the Messenger by Markus Zusak 
● A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 
● Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OwhHbNAPn6IDMTOtjk5MCdJ5eoJDL5Q9/view?usp=sharing
https://file.largepdf.com/file/2019/08/28/The%20Handmaid_s%20Tale.pdf
http://1.droppdf.com/files/TrPfN/a-thousand-splendid-suns-khaled-hosseini.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OH16mm7hXnLBaxBR9SQgBT0zcHGXv5bC/view?usp=sharing


 
 

ASSESSMENTS 

Please read: The assessment process is cyclical, meaning after the first round of assessments are distributed, there should be a reteach, 
interventions, and enrichments. A second round of post-tests for students who did not reach mastery for each standard being assessed should 
be given.  
Pre-Assessments (Team Generated) 

● Week 1 or 2 
Formative Assessments (Team Generated) 

● Between Weeks 4 or 5 
Post-Assessments (Team Generated) 

● Week 7 or 8 
Weeks 3 and 6 
Reteach/Remediate/Enrich/Reassess 

 

Intervention Plan 

Intensive 
➔ Conference with students about their 

progress, guide them in creating a plan 
for improvement. 

➔ Contact support staff, such as City 
Year for additional intervention 

➔ Partner with colleagues and/or 
co-teacher 

➔ Contact the student’s support system 
[parent/caregiver] 

➔ Plan specific supports for identified 
weak areas in students’ understanding 
of the content and/or skills 

 

Strategic - 
➔ Plan specific supports for identified 

weak areas in students’ 
understanding of the content and/or 
skills. 

Good to Go  
➔ Encourage students to work towards 

Level 4 in the Proficiency Scale(s), 
which will extend and deepen their 
understanding of the content and skills. 
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Optional Instructional Plans 

Week 1 

Week 2 

Week 3 

Week 4 

Week 5 

Week 6 

Assessment Essay Prompts 

 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  
 

● Newsela myPerspectives Unit 1 Text Set - Nonfiction articles that align with the Forging a Hero Unit 

● Newsela articles aligned to novel selections for this unit can be found in the 12th grade literacy support group on Schoology (Access code: 
WPGJ-XGGJ-GR4Z5) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JhmwsTMSIhJqeH0lGeFxC7r1xHzju74q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ovakbafSfJA9ib2mcxMtOZu2TCgbqnzY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DyIfKPE_-TZ1Wnh8kbRkGPPZZeFg1tbC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N1GmwLcAWhLWyH0ooAe95m_CnC3P6tXU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cd8q9nctnqRKnKL3zWMDr4yHCywyceGm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EFPULx3Io5p0RTsW7C3HZyP41GAP7oeg/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tS3ZWemJFB8OytrwbZJ8cm0RL38lf3f-PjLMfdIONX4/edit?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/subject/ela/2000002745/2000022400/2000017802/2000017804

